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STATE ROUTE 109 BETWEEN I-40 AND HICKORY RIDGE ROAD TO SEE IMPROVEMENTS
Mayor Rick Bell and the City of Lebanon Engineering staff recently met with representatives from the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) and partner agencies to discuss safety and improvements on the State Route 109 corridor. TDOT and City crews will begin work as soon as next week on improvements to State Route 109 between I-40 and Hickory Ridge Road, which will include a new lane to improve safety and operations along that stretch of roadway. Please use caution when driving in the area while construction is progressing and workers are present. As always, we appreciate TDOT and their partnership and support of the City of Lebanon.

PHOTO CAPTION: Mayor Rick Bell and the City of Lebanon Engineering staff met with TDOT officials this week at Lebanon City Hall.

ANNUAL CITY OF LEBANON STREET PAVING & STRIPING PROJECT
The Lebanon City Council voted 6-0 on the second and final reading Tuesday evening, March 3, to approve bids and award contracts for the 2026 comprehensive paving and striping projects on roads within the city limits. This annual infrastructure improvement initiative reflects the City’s ongoing commitment to maintaining safe, well-maintained roadways for residents and visitors. City streets are evaluated annually through a systematic assessment that considers pavement condition, traffic volume, and maintenance needs. City inspectors conduct thorough inspections and rank streets to prioritize projects with the greatest impact. The competitive bidding process ensures taxpayer dollars are used responsibly and secures high-quality workmanship from qualified contractors. These improvements will enhance driving conditions, improve drainage, extend pavement life, and provide clear, visible road markings for motorists’ safety.

CITY OF LEBANON TO CELEBRATE AMERICA 250 BY HOSTING A PARADE
Mayor Rick Bell announced this week that the City of Lebanon will host a patriotic
parade in honor of America 250, the celebration of the United States' 250th
Anniversary. The parade will take place on the evening of Friday, July 3, marking
the first night parade in recent history. The parade will begin at Lebanon City
Hall, travel along West Main Street, and end at the Wilson County Courthouse
on East Main Street. The City of Lebanon will partner with the Lebanon Wilson
County Chamber of Commerce to make this a special evening for residents.
More information, including how to participate, will be available soon. The
annual Fourth of July Celebration at the Wilson County Fairgrounds, James E.
Ward Agricultural Center will continue as normal on Saturday, July 4, with the
evening's fireworks display that everyone enjoys. Fireworks begin at 9pm.

PHOTO CAPTION: Mayor Rick and Necole Bell, along with city employees and Lebanon Wilson County Chamber of Commerce staff, met in the Mitchell House Conference Room to discuss the upcoming America 250 Parade.

LEBANON SPORTS COMPLEX (PHASE 2) UPDATE
The Lebanon City Council unanimously approved authorizing advertising for
proposals for engineering design services for the Lebanon Sports Complex
(Phase 2). While this is the first of many steps, Mayor Rick Bell, along with
Lebanon City Council members, Lebanon's Sports Complex Committee
members, and city department heads, met on Thursday, February 12, to discuss
plans to expand the Lebanon Sports Complex (Phase 2) to include baseball
and softball fields. The Lebanon Sports Complex (Phase 1) officially opened in
the summer of 2025 with five soccer fields-three natural and two synthetic
turf fields and lights for evening and night games. Parks and Recreation
Director William Porter noted that, ideally, Phase 2 would cover an additional
88 of the 154 acres on the property at 1455 Murfreesboro Road. At this point,
Phase 2 has not been designed and is still in the conceptual stage. Kristen Rice,
Executive Director, Engineering and Planning, spoke about additional road
access, and Sarah Haston, Director of Economic & Community Development,
presented economic impact. The new fields would be used in conjunction
with the Lebanon Youth Baseball and Softball Leagues. Mayor Rick Bell will
schedule upcoming work sessions to continue the discussion.

CONGRATULATIONS MAYOR RICK BELL
Wilson County's Joint Economic & Community Development Board Executive
Committee elected Mayor Rick Bell as Chairman of the Executive Committee
during its meeting on Thursday, March 5. The election reflects Mayor
Bell's continued leadership and commitment to strengthening economic
development and community partnerships across the region. The City of
Lebanon congratulates Mayor Bell on this election and looks forward to the
continued collaboration and progress that will come from his service in this role.



KEN NELSON PHOTO CAPTION:
Mayor Rick Bell, Wilson County Mayor Randall Hutto, and Wilson County Circuit Court Clerk Debbie Moss were on hand to honor Ken Nelson Sr. at his 90th birthday party. Both mayors read a proclamation honoring Nelson in recognition of his milestone birthday and his work with the Cedar Seniors Center on University Avenue. Happy 90th birthday, Ken Nelson Sr!


